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The case demonstrates a hitherto undescribed phenomenon of a case of survival following an acute aortic
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Computed tomography syndrome without surgical intervention.

A 78-year-old lady was originally referred for cardiac as-
sessment of intermittent palpitations. She had a back-
ground of hypertension, hypercholesterolaemia and dia-
betes mellitus. Whilst in clinic she volunteered a previous
history of a severe road traffic accident approximately fif-
ty years earlier.

The accident had resulted in her being ejected through
the car windscreen and sustaining several long bone and
pelvic fractures. The story was widely reported in many
national newspapers as the party had been popular socie-
ty figures of the time.

There was no history of chest pain, though she remem-
bered receiving several units of blood transfusion and
being informed that she was gravely unwell. The patient

subsequently presented to outpatient department with a
history of chest pain. Due to the history a CT aortogram
was performed (Figs. 1 and 2).

Following multi-disciplinary review it was felt to repre-
sent previous traumatic aortic transection and spontane-
ous recovery.

Traumatic aortic transection is associated with high
velocity road traffic accidents. The patient may not ex-
perience chest pain. Due to the nature of multiple se-
vere injuries within such patients, a high index of cli-
nical suspicion needs to be maintained to consider the
diagnosis. Computed tomography has become the ima-
ging modality of choice [1]. The condition is associated
with high levels of mortality and morbidity even despi-
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Fig. 2 - Sagittal view of aortic root and thoracic aorta. Significant
aortic calcification noted distal to left subclavian origin.

Fig. 1 - Coronal view of thoracic aorta with prominent calcification
of aortic arch.
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